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NOTE TO SPECIFIER:  
1) SKIMM is primarily used to fill and smooth irregular substrates such as CMU block, brick 

and irregular concrete. SKIMM works well on defects up to 1/8 in (3.2 mm) in depth or less. 
2) SKIMM contains no pigment and therefore is not used as a final finish coat. 
3) Section 3.02 addresses different substrates, including glazed block or tile. 
4) Consider Genesis® DM, if conditions contain many irregularities greater than 1/8 in  

(3.2 mm). 
5) Durofloat is the same chemistry as SKIMM, but with very small aggregate. This allows the 

Durofloat material to achieve a very fine degree of leveling or smoothing. Leave it to the 
installing contractor to determine the need for Durofloat. 
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DRYVIT SYSTEMS, INC. 

MANUFACTURER’S SPECIFICATION 
CSI MASTERFORMAT SECTION 09 96 00 
SKIMM / DUROFLOAT SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 
PART 1 - GENERAL 
 
1.01 RELATED DOCUMENTS 
A. Drawings, Specifications, and General Conditions of the Contract, including Special 

Conditions, are hereby made a part of this section. 
 
1.02 DESCRIPTION OF WORK 
A. SKIMM and/or Durofloat, without additives, shall be used to fill, smooth over, and bridge 

defects in substrate joints and surfaces. Use SKIMM, without additives, to bridge defects 
in substrate joints and surfaces up to 1/8 in (3.2 mm) deep. Use Durofloat to "draw a 
feather edge" to substrate preparation. Extent of wall/ceiling substrate preparation work 
includes all joints, holes, and irregularities of surfaces that will be substrates for (list finish 
products) products and other surfaces as are otherwise specified.  

B. Work Includes: (write a general description of the scope of work). The work also includes 
protection of adjacent surfaces and cleanup of excess material on all wall and/or ceiling 
areas throughout the project as designated on the drawings and finish schedules.  
Substrate preparation, surface coatings, and shop-priming where specified under other 
sections of the work. 

C. Work specified in other sections: Paint, primer, other specialty coatings, fire proofing, wall 
coverings, tile, paneling, fabrics, acoustical treatments, shop applied finishes, and 
laminated plastics. 

 
1.03 QUALITY ASSURANCE 
A. Compatibility: Provide primers and other coating materials which are produced or are 

specifically recommended by the same manufacturer as the floating materials to ensure 
compatibility and use only within recommended limits.  

B. Coordination of Work: Review other sections of these specifications in which prime paints, 
raw substrates, or other substances might be present to insure compatibility of total 
coatings systems. Upon request from other trades, furnish information or characteristics of 
floating materials to insure compatibility or other materials and finishes which are to be 
used. 

 
1.04 SUBMITTALS 
A. Product Data: Submit manufacturer's technical information including installation 

instructions, product description and product test data conforming to the test 
performances required herein. 

B. Samples: Not required.  
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1.05 DELIVERY AND STORAGE 
A. Deliver materials to job site in original, new and unopened containers bearing 

manufacturer's name and label, and following information: Name or title of materials, 
manufacturer's name, and manufacturer's batch number. 

B. Maintain containers in a clean condition, free from foreign materials and residue. 
C. Store materials not in active use in tightly covered containers. Protect from freezing and 

maintain temperatures below 100 °F (38 °C). Do not stack materials more than three 
containers high. Protect from fire hazards.  

 
1.06 JOB CONDITIONS 
A. Apply materials only when surface temperature is between 50 ˚F and 95 ˚F  

(10 °C and 35 °C). Relative humidity must be 85% or lower.  
B. Protect finishes from casual impact for a period of at least 24 hours.  
C. Protect all surfaces and adjacent areas not intended to be applied and clean immediately 

any spillage, droppings, or other extraneous contact with other surfaces. Do not leave 
droppings or spillage overnight without cleaning.  

 
PART 2: PRODUCTS 
 
2.01 MANUFACTURER 
A. Subject to compliance with requirements herein, provide SKIMM and/or Durofloat acrylic 

joint floating compound as manufactured by Dryvit Systems, Inc., www.dryvit.com.  
 

2.02 MATERIAL 
A. Material Characteristics: SKIMM and/or Durofloat shall have the following minimum 

performance characteristics: 
 

Flame Spread 10.5 or less 
 Scrubability Two hundred strokes of stiff brush with 

soap and water .002 inches or less. 
Solvent Resistance: (1-hour soak) 

Water  No Change 
Detergent No Change 
Ethanol  No Change 
Naphtha  No Change 
Ammonium Hydroxide  Temporary Soften 
Ethylene Glycol  No Change 
Household Bleach  No Change 
Sodium Hypochlorite (Tile-X)  Temporary Soften 

 
PART 3: APPLICATION 
 
3.01 GENERAL 
A. Open enough pails for one day's use and stir for two minutes at approximately 350 RPM 

with a drywall compound mixing paddle and electric drill. 
B. Temporarily reseal the container and keep seal in place except during immediate use.

http://www.dryvit.com/
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3.02 SURFACE PREPARATION 
A. All surfaces shall be sound, clean and free of oil, grease, lose or peeling paint, dust, and 

other foreign substances. SKIMM and/or Durofloat or SKIMM will not bridge over active 
(moving) joints. 

B. Drywall and Wood: In place and soundly attached along all joints and seams. Metal corner 
molds, etc. shall be primed as for ferrous metals below. Surface shall be clean and free of 
dust.  

C. Masonry and Concrete: Painted or unpainted with any existing coating or block filler cured 
in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications. Mortar and grout joints shall be 
structurally set, but may be damp.  

D. Metals: Ferrous metals shall be primed with any good quality rust inhibiting metal oxide 
primer. Other metals shall be clean and free of oil, waxes, or other non-adhered coatings. 

E. Previously Coated Surfaces: Remove all peeling and loose coating. SKIMM and/or 
Durofloat will bond to most thoroughly cured solvent based paints primers, and epoxies.  
Determine that all existing coatings are soundly bonded to the substrate prior to the 
installation of SKIMM and/or Durofloat. 

F. Glazed Tile:  
1. Apply two coats of Primer with Sand™ by roller. Move to step 3 of this section.  
2. Alternatively, glazed tile may be handled with a hand-held power grinder, use a 

carborundum wheel or a grinding wheel to grind the glaze from the tile surface. It is 
not necessary to remove every square inch of glaze, or to grind out the joint grooves, 
but it is necessary to dull or scratch the overall face of the tile. 
a. Wipe all surfaces with a good solvent such as MEK (Methyl Ethyl Ketone) or paint 

thinner to remove any dust, residual oils or waxes that may be on the walls. 
3. Fill and float the joints with Dryvit SKIMM, striking all joints flush with the tile face. 

Remove any material ridge lines created with the product within the first few hours 
after application while the material is still soft. After full cure it will difficult to remove 
ridges. Allow the first coat of SKIMM to cure at least 24 hours at 70 oF (21 oC) before 
any subsequent application. Improving the ventilation with fans will typically accelerate 
the curing process.  

4. After curing, visually inspect all joints are flush with the face of the block. Reapply a 
touch-up coat of SKIMM where any joints have "dimpled" or indented from shrinkage.  
Typically, there will be very little shrinkage. The touch-up coat to resolve any dimpling 
should be quick and easy. Should a feather edge at product termination point be 
required, consider the use of Durofloat. Deep rake joints will shrink more than shallow 
ones. 

5. After the SKIMM coat has dried, apply final finish in accordance with the instructions 
and specifications. 

 
NOTE: If there is substantial damage to the block, or grout lines are more than 1/8 in 
(3.2 mm) deep, consider the use of Dryvit Genesis DM as a substitute for SKIMM.  
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3.03 APPLICATION 
A. Apply SKIMM and/or Durofloat with trowel and/or taping knife sufficient to fill joints, holes, 

bevels, and other surface defects. Strike all filled areas, masonry joints, and taped surfaces 
flush and smooth without trowel marks or ridges at edges of tape. Apply sufficient coats of 
SKIMM to eliminate grout lines and so that the wall is smooth and level. 

B. Allow SKIMM and/or Durofloat to cure for at least 24 hours. 
 
3.04 CORRECTION / TOUCH UP 
A. Although SKIMM and/or Durofloat is a low shrink material, very deep joint spaces, holes, 

or grooves may cause a slight cracking and/or concavity in the surface. After the 24 hour 
cure required above, skim over any cracks or concave areas that may have appeared 
using unmodified SKIMM and/or Durofloat. 

B. NOTE: SKIMM and/or Durofloat are not easily sanded. For best results in eliminating 
trowel marks or other surface defects, rub fresh SKIMM and/or Durofloat (within 1/2 to 
1 hour) with a wet sponge or sponge float until defects are smoothed out. If defects are 
discovered after SKIMM and/or Durofloat has set, use vibrator type sanders, and wear 
OSHA/NIOSHA approved dust mask. 

 
PART 4: WORKMANSHIP 
 
4.01 GENERAL 
A. All work shall be done by skilled mechanics in accordance with the best standard practice 

and in a manner acceptable to the architect. Any work not conforming to these 
specifications shall be corrected to the satisfaction of the architect at the expense of the 
installing contractor.  

B. Finished work shall be smooth, flush, and true to the surface being finished. Apply 
sufficient coats of SKIMM to eliminate grout lines so that the wall is smooth and level. 
Grout lines visible after the finish coat has been applied shall be considered unacceptable 
work and shall be corrected by the installing contractor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dryvit Systems, Inc.  
One Energy Way 
West Warwick, RI  02893 
800-556-7752 
www.dryvit.com 

For more information on Dryvit Systems or Interior Products, visit these links. 

http://www.dryvit.com/
http://www.dryvit.com/products/interior/skimm-durofloat/

	SKIMM™/DUROFLOAT™
	SKIMM / DUROFLOAT
	Specifications

